
 
 Uffculme Parish Council 

Minutes of meeting held 
Thursday 4 June 2020 on Google Meet 

Verity Aldridge 
Clerk to Uffculme Parish Council 

21 January 2020 

 

Chairman:  P Blackman 

Present:  S Kidd  R Kingdom J Gardner M Pollard P Mackian J Nash  

  D Wells  I Duncan T Pointing 

    

20.06.01 Apologies for Absence  

E Haglestein – Technical Issues   

B Evans  – Another Meeting   R Radford – Another Meeting 

20.06.02 Vacancies of the Council 

The meeting agreed that an advert should be placed on social media for anyone interested in the vacancy to 

contact the Clerk. All Councillors were reminded of the need to promote the vacancy to fill it ASAP. 

20.06.03 To Approve the Minutes of the meeting held 16 January 2020 

The minutes were approved as an official Council record. 

20.06.04 County Councillors Report 

Councillor Radford had forwarded a report by email which was circulated ahead of the meeting and also attached 

to these minutes. 

20.06.05 District Councillors Report  

Councillor Warren was able to update the meeting that MDDC were now conducting many of their meetings by 

Zoom with many of the Council staff working remotely.  

 

MDDC have issued some £20-23m of small business grants – it was reported that some businesses had declined 

the grant.  As funds remained the Council were able to offer discretionary grants for businesses that were not 

able to receive the standard grant. This was also extended to some charities. 

There is currently a consultation on open spaces in the District and where dogs should be permitted and in what 

capacity.  

Within the MDDC community there had recently been a loss of three Councillors, this made a significant impact 

on the work being carried out.  

MDDC has suffered a loss on the income it would usually exact as there was no income being received from car 

parks and leisure centres during the closures.  

 

20.06.06 Finance 

20.06.06.01 To Approve the January Financial Statement 

The January financial statement was approved as official Council minutes. 
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20.06.06.02 To Approve the February Financial Statement 

The February financial statement was approved as official Council minutes. 

20.06.06.03 To Approve the March Financial Statement 

The March financial statement was approved as official Council minutes. 

20.06.06.04 To Approve the April Financial Statement 

The April financial statement was approved as official Council minutes. 

20.06.06.05 To Approve the May Financial Statement 

The May financial statement was approved as official Council minutes. 

20.06.06.06 Coldharbour Mill 

The Mill asked the Council to consider funding of £1,500, pre lockdown restrictions, towards the preparation of a 

plan for the future of the Splash project. The Council discussed the changes Covid have applied and the Council 

was content for £1,500 to be allocated to Coldharbour for work as needed.  

20.06.06.07  Ashill Play Area 

The installation of the new equipment was planned for Friday 5 June 2020 for the equipment ordered in January. 

20.06.06.08 Uffculme Village Hall 

Due to Covid and the restrictions this item has not progressed – to be carried forward. 

20.06.06.09 Grass Cutting Contract 2020-21  

The Clerk advised that since the January meeting Jess Lucas had commenced the grass cutting contract with a 

couple of variations to allow for some additional works including, the long shrubbery footpath, grass cutting at 

Russet Close and College Green and burial fees for cremation plots at the cemetery. The total contract amount for 

2020-21 is £12,940, paid monthly. 

20.06.06.10 Uffculme Bowling Club 

The bowling club submitted three quotes for consideration, pre lockdown, and these were discussed as the club is 

still looking to have the works carried out, although will see the club largely closed for the 2020 bowling season. 

The committee would therefore like to schedule the works at the end of the summer/early spring so that they 

were in place for the 2021 open day.  

The meeting agreed to award fund of £ 3,279 for the steps, which would be available for payment of the 

approved contractor, BK Construction as and when ready. It was agreed that the Clerk would advise the 

committee and the contractor would be advised to bill the Council when works were scheduled.  

20.06.06.11 Shambles Uffculme 

Councillor Pollard raised the concerns about getting the Shambles repaired and cleaned following some graffiti. It 

was agreed he would approach David Bass to discuss and consider if works could be carried out in situ, rather 

than remove and reconstruct the whole structure again. Costs would be reported back to Council to consider.  

Councillor Duncan raised moving the planters in The Square to provide an increased parking area. It was agreed 

that if the use of the JCB from Nick Stevens could be sought then the replacement of the planters was agreed and 

Councillor Duncan would arrange this. 
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20.06.06.12 Water Fountain 

The unit was installed in late January and funds were received from MDDC from the Communities Together Fund. 

There were plans for an unveiling and a sign up to promote use, however with current restrictions it was agreed 

that this would be put on hold. 

20.06.06.13 Coronavirus costs to date 

From the £250 cash that was withdrawn in March to have as a float the Clerk had been able to gain a grant from 

DCC towards costs of the £250. From the cash there was still £123.34 available, including a float for shopping.  

20.06.06.14 Wages during Coronavirus 

The meeting discussed whether the return to work for Phil Salter should be encouraged – the Council 

acknowledged its duty of care and that he is in an at risk category that had been advised to shield. Phil had 

contacted both the Clerk and Councillors and advised he wanted to return to work. The meeting discussed 

purchasing masks, gloves and antibacterial gel for his use and restricting his time of work to be pre 8.30 and 

agreed his return to work, with use of the PPE. The Clerk would arrange this. 

20.06.07 Business Arising  

20.06.07.01 Mid Devon Local Plan  

There had been no further updates on the review being carried out by the Planning Inspector on the local plan. 

20.06.07.02 Landfill Site at Broadpath 

As Councillor Haglestein was unable to attend the meeting there was no report.   

20.06.07.03 ABN Feed Mill 

As Councillor Haglestein was unable to attend the meeting there was no report.   

The meeting did encourage anyone who could smell the mill to report to the Environment agency. 

20.06.07.04 Uffculme Men’s Club 

Councillor Kingdom once again fed back the encouraging work that had been going on within the club – they had 

been able to safely carry out the works to improve facilities whilst socially distancing so works had continued 

throughout the lockdown period.   

When the Club re-openes the members would like to invite the Council to see the improvements. 

20.06.07.05 Uffculme Bowling Club 

Councillor Mackian advised that pre lockdown he was appointed steward of the bar and therefore felt he should 

no longer be the Parish Council representative. It was suggested Councillor Hagelstein would consider fulfilling 

this role again and this would be carried forward.   

20.06.07.06 The Green Team 

Councillor Pointing was able to advise that the Green Day for 2020 had been cancelled due to Coronavirus and 

would be rescheduled for 2021.  
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20.06.07.07 Allotments 

Councillor Duncan was able to advise that the allotments had been well attended throughout lockdown and had 

seen an influx of new members with a waiting list now running. Throughout lockdown it was agreed that 

members could tend their allotments and this had seen a real boost to plots and produce.  

Some additional works were required to install additional water points to serve the allotments and it would be 

considered at the July meeting if council would assist with funding.  

20.06.07.08 BMX Track/Skatepark 

The Clerk updated the meeting that the Council had successfully been awarded funding from Viridor for the skate 

park and Council agreed that he funding should be accepted and the site should be progressed alongside the 

preferred contractor, Maverick. 

The third party funding of £7,543.50 will need to be finalised and drawn down of main funds will need to be 

within 6months.  

20.06.07.09 Parish Maintenance Update 

Councillor Pollard has arranged for the light and fan to be replaced in the public toilet, although it was agreed that 

this should remain locked for the time being due to Coronavirus.  

All other projects are on hold.  

20.06.07.10 Magelake Management Contract with MRH   

Carried forward – no progress re Coronavirus 

20.06.07.11 Uffculme Pond Lease 

The Clerk advised that she had received a draft lease and had reverted back to the solicitor on a few minor points 

and was awaiting a further response. The Council agreed that we would look to instruct Hole and Pugsley to 

review the lease once basic terms has been agreed. The Clerk would get costs.  

20.06.08 Police Report 

No report was available.   

20.06.09 Clerks Report 

20.06.09.01 Markers Pond 

Councillor Pollard had contact some 6 companies to enquire about works at the pond, three had responded with 

only one preparing a formal quote. The quote was for about £20,000, with roughly £15,000 set aside in the 

budget. It was agreed that a pond work committee of Councillors Pollard, Gardner and Hagelstein would review 

options and report back to Council on works. It was agree that the lease must be in place prior to any agreements 

being made for works. 

In addition one of the terms of the draft lease is that as tenant we must seek the Landlords permission for works 

to be carried out.  

20.06.09.02 Boundary Review 

The Clerk advised that the Local Boundary Commission will extend their review of the ward boundaries again as 

the consultation period was cut short. No dates have been provided yet.  
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20.06.09.03 Notice Board 

Pre lockdown the Clerk contacted Ken White about the broken sign – they were to come back to us with a quote 

to repair – due to lockdown this has not happened. 

20.06.09.04 Water Fountain 

As above – it has not been possible to get an unveiling of the fountain due to restrictions – hopefully this will be 

able to be scheduled in the future.  

20.06.09.05 Parish Council Coronavirus Support 

Since the scheme was set up over 70 volunteers have registered to help, with 32 residents registering to need 

assistance. To date there had been a total of 77 tasks carried out for those who are shielding. 

 

The next meeting of the Council will be held on Thursday 2 July via Google Meet.  


